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“Violent Non-State Actors in the International System”

Researcher:
Maha Mahmoud Al-Samad

Abstract:

This study examines the nature of violent non-state actors and the evolution of their concept within international relations,
by tracing their historical emergence and the contexts that enabled them to appear as influential forces outside the framework
of the traditional state. It analyzes their characteristics, classifications, and their impact on the structure of the international
system. The study also addresses the theoretical approaches explaining the emergence of these actors through theories of
international action such as realism, liberalism, and constructivism, with an analysis of the political, economic, and social
factors contributing to their spread. Furthermore, the research highlights the motives that led to the rise of these violent
entities, in addition to their implications for state sovereignty and the state’s monopoly over the legitimate use of violence,
thereby reshaping the balances of the contemporary international system.
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